SPILSBY TOWN COUNCIL
Please note these minutes are draft until approved by the Council as a correct record

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF SPILSBY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 23RD SEPTEMBER 2010 AT 7.00P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, FRANKLIN HALL, HALTON ROAD, SPILSBY

PRESENT: - COUNCILLORS D.PLEMING (CHAIRMAN), E.MOORE (LEFT THE MEETING AT 9.05P.M.), G.RYMER,  P.ODLING, J.SWANSON, M.LENTON, J.PEARS, C.BURTON, G.IREMONGER, P.GRANT (LEFT THE MEETING AT 8.40P.M.)

1) CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND REASONS GIVEN

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A.Cadman and T.Beaumont.

3) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 2000 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 

Councillor Lenton declared personal interests in agenda item 8a, as he is a School Governor and in agenda item 14, as his alarm is serviced by the firm being proposed to install CCTV. Councillor Swanson declared a personal interest in agenda items 10 & 11, as a member of E.L.D.C.’s Planning Committee and in any other matters affecting the County or District Council. Councillor Pears declared a personal interest in agenda items 10 & 11, as a member of E.L.D.C’s Planning Committee.    

Councillor Swanson proposed agenda item 17 be removed from the agenda as he felt it was an ‘invalid’ item. A vote was taken but it was proposed, seconded and agreed to leave agenda item 17 on the agenda.  

4) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 22ND JULY 2010

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd July 2010.

5) CLERK’S REPORT AND MATTERS OUTSTANDING
Dog bins

Although the three dog bins had been installed, the Clerk said she was concerned that the bins were red. She had previously ordered dual purpose bins and these were black and 

more in keeping with a conservation area. Councillor Swanson pointed out the original 

‘Glasdon’ dog bin had always been red and whilst this was accepted, the Clerk was

1.23/9/10
asked to ascertain why East Lindsey felt it appropriate to erect bright red bins in the Town centre.
Spilsby Market

A meeting had taken place with Alison Penn from E.L.D.C. at the beginning of September to discuss the future of Spilsby Market. The Chairman gave a brief summary of the meeting and it was generally agreed to take up Alison’s offer of working with one or two officers from the District Council to look at the financial implications of Spilsby Town Council taking over the Market and drawing up a business plan. Councillor Odling was concerned that he had heard East Lindsey had been telling potential traders that the Market was full. Clearly this was not the case and Councillor Swanson agreed to take this matter up on behalf of the Town Council.
Request for a recording of the Town Council meeting held on 24th June 2010

£10.00 was handed to the Clerk by Councillor Swanson and it was agreed he would collect the disk at the end of the meeting.

Hanging baskets

Councillor Lenton reported that the 9 hanging baskets would be up by the end of October.
6) EMERGENCY SERVICES

The Clerk reported she had received an apology from the Police for there being no presence at the meeting.

There was a discussion about the Newsletter being emailed by the Neighbourhood Policing Team and it was agreed to provide a link to this through the Council’s website. It was also agreed it would be a good idea to print several copies for the office which members of the public could take to read.

Councillor Grant said he was disappointed the Police’s ‘zero tolerance’ attitude was not being upheld but Councillor Pears said she felt, on the whole, the P.C.S.O.’s in the Town were doing an excellent job.
7) E.L.D.C./COUNTY COUNCIL  MATTERS

Councillor Swanson provided a calendar of meetings he had attended as a County  Councillor during September. He went on to talk about budget cuts at the County Council and Councillors noted savings of 100 million will need to be made over the next four years. Other matters of interest were the County Council’s new Energy from Waste Policy, the proposed parking restrictions along Boston Road, the withdrawal of the Youth Wing, the repairs to the bus shelter which are likely to take place within a month, parking issues outside Linkage in Toynton all Saints, the offer of wardens from sheltered accommodation being made available to other people in need and digital connectivity in East Lindsey. Councillors were pleased to note connectivity in Spilsby is good.  

Councillor Swanson said he was sad to announce the closure of VAEL whose offices are in Spilsby. Councillor Swanson is currently on a group who are tasked with looking at how the County Council works with Parishes. Any feedback from Spilsby Town Council would be welcomed.     

Councillors noted the District Council’s capital resources have been eroded to 8 million.

The next Spilsby and Alford Area Committee meeting is being held at Cracroft Hall, West Keal on 28th September 2010. Councillor Swanson provided a brief update on 
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the legal proceedings surrounding 1 Market Street, Spilsby.

Councillors Grant and Odling spoke about grants for solar panels with particular reference to the Spilsby conservation area. 

Councillor Odling commented that he felt the cost of the repairs to the bus shelter (£10500) were exorbitant. Councillor Pears assured Councillors this matter was being investigated and that she would report back to the Council.   

8) CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk read out an email she had received about the closure of the Youth Wing at King Edward VI Humanities College. Councillors agreed there was little they could do about this but understood the Youth Wing may re-open at The Old Grammar School if it is taken on by the New Life Christian Centre, as is proposed.

Councillors were pleased to note Spilsby Theatre is due to re-open shortly under new management.

Councillors noted the proposed Traffic Regulation Order for Boston Road had now been advertised. Although the original feeling was that yellow lines on the corners of Vale Road were unnecessary, it was agreed to support them as vehicles do apparently park on the junction. Councillor Odling said he was concerned about the state of the pavement by Sainsbury’s and the Clerk was asked to get a Highways Officer to look at this.

A letter from Highways advising the Council that, following investigations, the current 50mph speed limit between Spilsby and Halton Holegate was deemed to be appropriate, was read out by the Clerk. There was a discussion about the Town Council’s request some time ago for a reactive sign for Halton Road and the possibility of using the Speed Indicating Device provided by Lincolnshire Road Safety Partnership or a speed gun. It was agreed to discuss this matter again at the next meeting.  

Councillors noted the ‘Free Trees for Parishes’ scheme is being replaced by a Community Wildlife Grant to which the Council will have to apply for free trees in the future.   

The Clerk read out a letter from E.L.D.C.’s Arboricultural Officer regarding proposed works to an ash tree in the car park at Beijng Dragon Restaurant, Church Street, Spilsby. Councillors had no comments to make.

9) PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to pay the following accounts:-

a. HW Skegness - £117.50 (internal audit)
10)PLANNING CONSENTS/REFUSALS

Noted as follows:-

a. Mr.& Mrs.A.Parker - change of use of Avenue House, 11 Church Street, Spilsby

GRANTED
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b. Mr.B.Lucas - extension and alterations to 37 Shamfields Road, Spilsby GRANTED
c. Mr.& Mrs.Byrne - erection of a detached house, land at 17 Post Office Lane, Spilsby APPLICATION WITHDRAWN

11)PLANNING APPLICATIONS

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to support the following planning applications:-

a. Mr.A.Sammut - extension and alterations to existing dwelling (to include listed building consent), 35 Queen Street, Spilsby (amended plans)

b. Sainsbury’s Supermarkets Ltd - retention of condenser unit roof plant etc. (amended plans)

c. Mr.D.Baker - extension to existing dwelling to provide a porch, 2 Shamfields Road, Spilsby

The Council considered plans by The Original Factory Shop for consent to display signage at 33-35 High Street, Spilsby. Councillor Pears raised concern about various aspects of the signage in that it was not in keeping with a conservation area. Councillors agreed to support Councillors Pears’ comments and to object to the application.  

The Clerk and Councillor Odling gave a brief update on the Triton Knoll Offshore Wind Farm application and the proposed onshore electrical substations. It was agreed this matter would be discussed in more detail at the next meeting.

12)DOG FOULING

Councillor Pears asked if the Clerk could obtain a copy of the Clean Neighbourhoods Act 2005 so that Councillors are made aware of current dog fouling regulations.

13)RESTRUCTURE OF COMMITTEES AND DELAGATION

The Chairman outlined his thoughts on this matter and it was agreed to discuss it at the next full Council meeting.

14)C.C.T.V.

Having looked at all the options and costings, the recommendation from the Amenities Committee was to lease the C.C.T.V. equipment and to have it recorded rather than monitored at Skegness. Following some discussion, it was proposed, seconded and agreed to lease the equipment from I4 Security and to have the footage recorded.

15)REPORT FROM THE MEETINGS OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON 20TH AUGUST 2010 AND 15TH SEPTEMBER 2010

The minutes of the Amenities Committee Meeting held on 15th September 2010 were circulated and Councillor Lenton gave a brief resume of the last two Amenities Committee meetings.
16)REPORT FROM THE MEETING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON 20TH AUGUST 2010 AND 15TH SEPTEMBER 2010

In the absence of Councillor Beaumont, Councillor Pleming gave a brief summary of the Finance Committee meetings held on 20th August 2010 and 15th September 2010. The recommendation to make a donation of £2000 to the Pavilion improvements was agreed.  
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17)PUBLIC MEETING

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to arrange a public meeting to talk about the proposed C.C.T.V. system, the future of Spilsby Market and the results of the appraisal recently carried out in the Town. 
18)DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting of the Town Council will be held on Thursday 28th October 2010 at 7.00p.m. in the Franklin Hall, Halton Road, Spilsby.

19)ANY URGENT BUSINESS FOR DISCUSSION BY LEAVE OF THE CHAIRMAN OR ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
The Clerk was asked to send a card to Mrs.Thornett whose husband (Reverend Thornett) had recently died.

As there was no other business the meeting closed at 9.30p.m.

