SPILSBY TOWN COUNCIL
Please note these minutes are draft until approved by the Council as a correct record
MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF SPILSBY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 24TH MARCH 2011 AT 7.00P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, FRANKLIN HALL, HALTON ROAD, SPILSBY

PRESENT: - COUNCILLORS D.PLEMING (CHAIRMAN), M.LENTON, G.IREMONGER, T.BEAUMONT, A.CADMAN, G.RYMER, P.ODLING, P.GRANT, J.SWANSON (LEFT THE MEETING AT 7.40P.M.), J.PEARS (JOINED THE MEETING AT 7.55P.M.) 
1) CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND REASONS GIVEN

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor E.Moore.  
3) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 2000 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 

None.
4) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 24TH FEBRUARY 2011
The notes of the meeting held on 24th February 2011 were approved as the minutes and signed by the Chairman.
5) CLERK’S REPORT AND MATTERS OUTSTANDING
Seat outside White Hart
Following further correspondence with E.L.D.C., the Clerk reported that, as a listed building, ‘deemed’ planning permission could never be attached to The White Hart or its curtiledge. Furthermore, as the seats had already been removed, this negated any claim that the fixtures had been in situ for a number of years and therefore do not require planning permission. There was a further discussion following which it was agreed the Chairman would tell the landlord that it was the Council’s intention to put back one of the seats.   

Councillor Odling raised concern about young people skateboarding near the Franklin Statue and damaging the kerbing. The Clerk had already checked there were no byelaws prohibiting skateboarding in this area and as there were not, it was agreed Councillors would speak to any offenders as and when they were seen.  
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Concessionary Travel Scheme
The Clerk read out the reply she had received from Lincs County Council regarding transfer of the Concessionary Travel Scheme from the District Council. The County Council has explained that they asked each of the District Councils for a price to continue to offer a checking and processing service but that this was not affordable. It has therefore been left to the discretion of each District Council to decide what service it continues to offer. 
6) EMERGENCY SERVICES

P.C.Dickinson was in attendance at the start of the meeting and briefed the Council on events in the Town since the last meeting. Councillors noted a burglary had taken place on Halton Road (no suspects yet), criminal damage had been caused to the barber’s shop (2 suspects) and in addition, there had been some minor anti-social behaviour in the Town. The number of parking tickets being issued has reduced considerably although 2 speeding tickets had been issued. Councillors noted the date of the next Neighbourhood Panel Meeting. 

7) E.L.D.C./COUNTY COUNCIL  MATTERS
Councillor Swanson reported that the Primary School had achieved a ‘satisfactory’ and the Childrens’ Centre an ‘outstanding’, following their recent Ofsted inspections. Councillors noted the library was currently being upgraded with updated I.T. equipment and more books. Councillor Swanson went on to talk about the withdrawal of the Dial-a-Ride Scheme. It is proposed that ’Call Connect’ replaces this service although Councillor Swanson was concerned about disabled access to the Call Connect vehicles.  Councillor Swanson tabled a sheet itemising monies awarded to various organisations in the Town from his District Councillors’ Community Initiative Fund. Councillors noted each District Councillor would be given only £1500 in the next financial year instead of £2000. Two Reports on the relationship between Lincolnshire County Council and Town and Parish Councils and on supporting local businesses in Lincolnshire were made available for Councillors to read.
8) CORRESPONDENCE
A copy of the spring edition of South East Lincolnshire Travellers’ Association Newsletter had been received since the last meeting and was available for Councillors to read.

The Council has been invited to enter the Best Kept Town Competition and it was proposed, seconded and agreed to enter this. 
9) PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to pay the following accounts:-
a. H.Heyes - £402.50 (contractor’s costs for March)
b. S.D.Marshall (salary for March)
c. HW - £24.00 (payroll)
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d. Jackson Building Centres - £44.45 (posts for cemetery)
e. BT - £162.55 (quarterly costs)
f. Viking Direct - £306.79 (cartridges/stationery)

g. H.M.Revenue and Customs - £528.12 (PAYE)
h. Sills and Betteridge - £210.60 (CCTV legal work)
i.  Community Lincs - £15.00 (Best Kept Town Competition) 
10)PLANNING CONSENTS/REFUSALS
a. Lincoln Corn Exchange & Markets - change of use of existing industrial unit for 

use as a judo club  GRANTED
b. Mr.& Mrs.A.Byrne - erection of a detached house and garage, land at 17 Post Office Lane, Spilsby  GRANTED
c. Lincolnshire Fire and Rescue Services - installation of photovoltaic panels, Fire Station, Boston Road, Spilsby GRANTED 
11)PLANNING APPLICATIONS

None.
12)PROPOSAL TO REMOVE CEMETERY WALL
The Clerk reported she had received confirmation from the District Council’s Planning Department that the wall could be removed and replaced with hedging or a fence (subject to the replacement structure being no more than 2metres in height), without the need for planning permission. Councillor Lenton explained he had contacted a builder who would be willing to take down the wall, remove the foundations and reclaim the bricks at no cost to the Council. The Clerk advised Councillors she had spoken to another local builder who had indicated that this was ‘a fair deal’. There was some concern about the need to check with a Conservation Officer that there was no legal reason why the wall could not be removed and that there were no grants which could be easily obtained to build a replacement wall. Following much discussion, it was proposed, seconded and agreed to take down the wall and replace it with a beech hedge. It was, however, further agreed nothing would be done for 14 days to enable a Conservation Officer/Grant Funding Officer to be contacted.

13) REPORT FROM THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 9TH MARCH 2011

The Chairman reported that this had been very successful with interesting subjects raised.

14)DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting of the Town Council will be held on Thursday 28th April 2011 at 7.00p.m. in the Franklin Hall, Halton Road, Spilsby.

15)ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

In order to fit in with the election timetable, it was agreed this would be held on Thursday 12th May 2011.
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16)ANY URGENT BUSINESS FOR DISCUSSION BY LEAVE OF THE CHAIRMAN OR ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
The Clerk was asked to remind the Council’s grass contractor that there was green waste in the churchyard which needed removing.

There was a brief discussion about Spilsby market. A meeting has been arranged with Alison MacDonald early in April to discuss the proposed takeover.

Councillor Pears said she wished to advise the Council that she had recently learned that there were proposals for a landfill site near Spilsby.

As there was no other business the meeting closed at 8.30p.m.
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