SPILSBY TOWN COUNCIL
Please note these minutes are draft until approved by the Council as a correct record
MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF SPILSBY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 2012 AT 7.00P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, FRANKLIN HALL, HALTON ROAD, SPILSBY

PRESENT: - COUNCILLORS M.LENTON (CHAIRMAN), T.BEAUMONT,  P.GRANT, T.BAILEY, A.VENABLES, G.RYMER, W.BAUGH, G.IREMONGER, A.CADMAN, G.WILLIS, P.ODLING, J.PEARS, (LEFT THE MEETING AT 8.35P.M.)
1) CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS

Councillors noted the Mayor had attended E.L.D.C.’s Civic Service and a presentation at the Pavilion hosted by the Pirouette School of Dance since the last meeting. The Chairman added that he had attended a very pleasant evening with representatives who had recently visited the Town from Bassum. The Chairman also thanked Councillor Grant for welcoming the visitors on the Friday evening. The Chairman went on to thank Councillor Grant for resiting the bench on Boston Road, Councillor Rymer and Mrs.Grant for preparing the refreshments for the recent Alford and Spilsby Area Committee meeting and all those Councillors who had been working on the Town Council’s Emergency Plan and Town Guide.
2) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND REASONS GIVEN

Apologies for absence were received from District Councillor R.Williams.

3) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 2000 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 

Councillor Bailey declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 9d, as the cheque is for him.
4) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 26TH JULY 2012
The notes of the meeting held on 26th July 2012 were approved as the minutes and signed by the Chairman, subject to the Clerk amending the list of attendees to include Councillor Bailey.
5) CLERK’S REPORT AND MATTERS OUTSTANDING
Appointment of Mayor
Councillor Pears withdrew from the meeting at this point. Councillor Lenton gave a synopsis of events since the Council’s Annual meeting in May when the appointment of Mayor and Vice-Chairman had taken place. Following much discussion, it was agreed the 1.27/9/12
Town Council as a whole would report Councillor Pears to E.L.D.C.’s Monitoring Officer for bringing the Council into disrepute. It was further agreed that if Councillor Pears chose to leave the meeting in future, she would not be invited back in to the room by the Clerk or another Councillor.  
Triton Knoll Off Shore Wind Farm
Councillor Odling reported that, despite further meetings taking place, RWE are not giving anything away. He said he felt it was clear they had no idea of the likely impact on the farming community. Councillors noted the Infrastructure Planning Committee is now concerned that RWE is presenting the onshore and offshore applications as two separate packages.
New CCTV camera(s)

The Clerk reported she had received one offer of funding towards a CCTV camera at the entrance to the Vale Road Industrial Estate. The matter is to be referred to the forthcoming meeting of the Amenities Committee.
Best Kept Town Competition
Unfortunately Spilsby has not succeeded in getting through to the second round of the competition this year. Councillor Beaumont said he felt the amount of litter strewn on the verges along Ashby Road etc had let the Town down. 
6) EMERGENCY SERVICES

P.C.Young was in attendance for this item and advised the Council that the Police, in conjunction with Lincolnshire Road Safety Partnership, are about to undertake a number of speed surveys in the locality. P.C.Young went on to talk about mopeds which are continuing to be a nuisance in the Town centre and near Peasgate Lane. Section 59 Notices have been issued and the next step will be to seize the bike(s) of the offenders. There is also concern about anti social behaviour outside The George and P.C.Young asked if the roving camera at Style Dynamics could be fixed for a period of say two weeks to allow extra CCTV coverage on these premises. Whilst Councillors were generally supportive of this, there will be a cost incurred in fixing the camera. Councillor Odling suggested that, as the landlord of The George would benefit from having the camera fixed, he or the Brewery may be willing to contribute towards the cost. P.C.Young said she would ask. Following further discussion about the rota system and the need for Councillors to be present when CCTV images are downloaded, it was agreed the Council would underwrite the cost of fixing the camera if necessary. Councillor Odling requested the Police produce a monthly report of crimes etc occurring within the Town. P.C.Young agreed to look into this.
7) E.L.D.C./COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS
Councillor Swanson handed out copies of the Leader’s Brief for September, a Briefing Note on the new Energy from Waste Plant at North Hykeham, a Progress Report on Civil Parking Enforcement and the notes from a meeting of the County Council held on 14th September 2012. 

Councillors noted Councillor Swanson had attended the recent meeting of E.L.D.C.’s Planning Committee at which the planning application for 1 Market Street was discussed. He said he was disappointed to have been the only person speaking in favour of the 2.27/9/12
application other than the applicant. Councillors were concerned that the comments made by the Town Council at it’s meeting with David Loveday to discuss the application had apparently not been reported to members of the Planning Committee. Councillor Beaumont thanked Councillor Swanson for attending the meeting and suggested the Town Council writes to Mr.Loveday asking why the Town Council’s views were not represented at the meeting.

Councillors noted parking charges across the District are under review. Although the Town Council has already made representations to the District Council, there may be a further opportunity to do so at the public consultation stage. 

There was a brief discussion about the £57m project to deliver high speed Broadband across the County.

Councillors noted District Councillor Rod Williams had again tendered his apologies for the meeting, that he had been unable to represent Spilsby at the District Council on matters such as car parking and 1 Market Street and that he had not been into the office on a Wednesday for several weeks. Following some discussion, it was agreed the Clerk would write to Councillor Williams with a firm invite to the next meeting.
8) CORRESPONDENCE
The Council had no comments to make on proposed works to a cherry tree at 35 Queen Street, Spilsby. 

Councillors noted NHS Lincolnshire had recently carried out a Rurality Review but are not proposing any changes. The Clerk confirmed she had contacted the Practice Manager at the Surgery to ascertain whether the support of the Town Council was required.

The Local Government Boundary Commission is consulting on the number of elected Councillors for East Lindsey as part of a wider boundary review exercise. The proposal is for the number of Councillors to be reduced from 60 to 55. The Council were opposed to a reduction in the number of Councillors and the Clerk was asked to respond accordingly. 

9) PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to approve the following accounts for payment:-
a. Welton Garden Services - £540.00 (contractor’s costs for September)
b. S.D.Marshall (salary for September)
c. HW - £144.00 (payroll and Internal Audit)
d. A.R.Bailey - £24.00 (Civic invites)
e. Christmas Plus Ltd - £617.40 (pull testing)
f. G.B.S.G. Security - £62.08 (alarm testing)  



10)PLANNING CONSENTS/REFUSALS
Noted as follows:-
a. Mr.D.Armstrong - outline erection of a bungalow, plot at Eresby Lodge, Eresby Avenue, Spilsby GRANTED
b. Mr.R.Trory & Mr.E.McClatchey - erection of a bungalow, 24 Halton Road, Spilsby GRANTED                                                                                                                3.27/9/12
c. Mr.G.Batten - consent and listed building consent for alterations and extensions, 1 Market Street, Spilsby REFUSED

11)PLANNING APPLICATIONS   
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to support the following planning applications:-

a. Mrs.G.Starbuck - erection of a detached bungalow on site of existing dwelling      which is to be demolished, 85 Halton Road, Spilsby
b. Moschatel Ltd - extension to existing building, land at Boston Road, Spilsby
c. Ms.Z.Cicekli - change of use of sandwich shop to hot food takeaway, 17-19 Market Street, Spilsby

d. Yates & Greenhough Ltd - change of use of first floor to form a self contained flat, 2a Church Street, Spilsby
12)TREE OVERHANGING TALBOT CLOSE

On the advice of the District Councillor’s Tree Conservation Officer, the Clerk said she had contacted a tree surgeon to obtain his advice on what works were required to the large sycamore tree growing on the Wildlife Woodland. Two quotes had been provided – one for the trimming back of branches and one for the pollarding of the tree. Following some discussion, it was proposed, seconded and agreed to have the tree pollarded.
13)NEW PLAY AREA EQUIPMENT

Following the award of grant monies from E.L.D.C., Councillor Beaumont had prepared a final costing for the slide, carousel and new safety surfacing. Councillors noted there was a shortfall of £1659 which would need to be taken from the Council’s reserves. Much discussion ensued about this matter with several proposals being made. However, it was decided further questions needed to be asked of E.L.D.C. before a final decision could be made. It was therefore agreed to discuss and agree the way forward at the Council meeting scheduled for 10th October 2012. 

14)CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

The lights will be switched on on Friday 23rd November 2012. Children from Spilsby Primary School will be in attendance to sing carols etc. Councillor Lenton suggested the Town Council might like to host a Christmas party in the White Hart after the event but the Council felt it was too late to organise this year.

15)DIAMOND CORONATION EVENT/MAY DAY EVENT

Councillors generally agreed it would be nice to mark the Coronation but not necessarily with a party style event. Councillor Odling suggested a new piece of play equipment for the older children. Other ideas are to be brought to the next meeting. 
The May Day event will be organised by the Spilsby Business Partnership but a donation of £300 would be required from the Town Council to cover the insurance if this is to go ahead. 
16)CODE OF CONDUCT AND TO RECEIVE MEMBERS’ INTEREST FORMS

The Clerk reminded those Councillors who had not yet handed in their Members’ Interest 
4.27/9/12
Form that she does require these to be completed and returned to her as soon as possible.

Any Councillors unsure as to how to complete the form are asked to come into the Council offices on the Clerk’s return from holiday.

17)EMREGENCY PLAN WORKING GROUP

Councillor Beaumont had prepared a summary of the findings of the Emergency Plan Working Group. In order to store and spread the grit as proposed, grit bins, salt and other equipment to the value of £1100 is required. It was proposed, seconded and agreed to purchase the above items out of the Town Council’s winter weather budget of £1000.

18)REPORT FROM THE MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON 9TH AUGUST 2012

Noted. The removal of the cemetery shed was ratified and Councillor Lenton said he would contact the contractor who had offered to remove the shed free of charge. A sheet with further detail on the Town Council surgeries to be held once a month was handed out.    
19)DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Town Council will be held on Thursday 25th October 2012 at 7.00p.m. in the Franklin Hall, Halton Road, Spilsby.

20)ANY URGENT BUSINESS FOR DISCUSSION BY LEAVE OF THE CHAIRMAN OR ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
The Clerk said she had approached by a gentleman about the access at the back of The Franklin Hall from the housing estate. The gap in the fence is not wide enough to accommodate a buggy or wheelchair. As ownership of the fencing is unclear and as it certainly does not belong to the Town Council, it was agreed it was not within the Council’s remit to alter the fencing in any way.

Councillor Grant pointed out the sign for Church Street which used to be on the wall of the coolly houses had disappeared.

The spinney still needs strimming and Councillor Odling offered to have some bulbs planted in the Council’s flower bed on Boston Road in order to provide some colour. 

As there was no other business the meeting closed at 10.30p.m.
5.27/9/12
